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Communism: From each according to his ability?
to each according to his needs.
RUSSIA today, as it was five years ago, is full of
apparently inexplicable paradoxes. The outstand-
ing one is the fact that while there is an abundance
of work, and even more jobs than there are workers
to fill them, there is at the same time an acute short-
age of the most ordinary necessities of life.

All able-bodied men from the ages of sixteen to
sixty-five and a large proportion of women are
working. Women work side by side with men at all
jobs, including manual labor not only on the farms
but in the heavy industries and road building, even
digging ditches with picks and shovels* The number
of women workers in some plants is as high as 40
per cent. Plant managements are constantly com-
plaining about the difficulties they are having in
getting enough men to run the plants throughout

the country. Russian papers frequently carry ad-
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